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LITERARY ANALYSIS & RESEARCH 
ARGUMENT ESSAY GRADING RUBRIC 

DOES NOT MEET STANDARD (-5)  DEMONSTRATES MASTERY IN STANDARD (5-6 pts)  EXCEEDS MASTERY (+1-2) 

  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
Formal tone (3rd person, active verbs)  & academic language. 

 

  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A 
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
Introduction (sets up topic of essay & fills in context/background), Claim (clearly states 
argument), Subclaims (stem from claim), & argument structure. 

 

  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
Transitions (between ideas in paragraphs & between paragraphs) & analysis (connection to 
evidence/subclaims/claim is CLEAR). 

 

  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
Selecting strong evidence from both literary & informational texts to prove claim. 

 

  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of 
the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard 
format for citation. 
Citing evidence from multiple sources to support argument; integrating quotes from 
literature & research into writing; correct in-text citations & Works Cited page. 

 

  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 
Conclusion paragraph. - ties up loose ends and leaves reader with convincing last words. 

 

  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
Virtually error-free! 

 

TOTAL - _____/50 
10TH GRADE 
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/

