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CRITERIA  ADVANCED   PROFICIENT  NEARING 
PROFICIENCY  

BELOW 
STANDARD  

MLA Format Essay uses correct MLA 
format. 

  Essay does not use 
correct MLA format. 

INTRO Hook & 
Background 
Info 

Engaging and creative 
hook; background 
information is clear, 
complete, and concise, 
and leads well into thesis. 

Engaging hook, 
background 
information is 
complete and leads 
into thesis. 

Hook exists but 
doesn’t grab reader’s 
attention; background 
info is either 
incomplete or too long. 

No apparent hook; 
background 
information?? 

INTRO Claim Insightful and original 
message with poignant 
supporting reasons. 

Debatable message 
with effective 
supporting reasons. 

Message is more 
obvious than 
debatable. Supporting 
reasons are plot 
summary. 

No apparent claim 

BODY 
Subclaims 

Subclaim stems from 
Claim with elaboration.  

Sublcaim stems from 
Claim. 

Subclaim is the topic 
of the Body Paragraph, 
but doesn’t connect 
with Claim. 

Subclaim?? Unclear... 

BODY 
Evidence 

The two pieces of 
Evidence in each body 
paragraph are from 
source text and clearly 
serve to prove the 
Subclaim/Claim.  

 The two pieces of 
Evidence in each body 
paragraph are from 
source text and may or 
may not prove 
Subclaim/Claim. 

Evidence incomplete... 

BODY 
Analysis 

Analysis is insightful and 
reveals deep 
understanding of the 
topic and source text; 
consistently and clearly 
illustrates the connection 
between Evidence and 
Subclaim/Claim. 

Analysis clearly 
illustrates the 
connection between 
Evidence and 
Subclaim/Claim. 

Analysis attempts to 
make connections 
between Evidence and 
Subclaim/Claim, but is 
unclear or stops at 
explaining Evidence. 

Analysis only explains 
context of Evidence. 

CONCLUSION Conclusion revisits Claim 
idea using different 
language and leaves 
reader with a sense of the 
bigger picture/larger 
perspective. 

Conclusion rephrases 
Claim idea using 
different language 
and attempts to leave 
reader with a sense of 
the bigger 
picture/larger 
perspective. 

Conclusion restates 
Claim; attempts to tie 
up loose ends. 

Conclusion restates 
Claim. 

Transitions Information is presented 
in a logical sequence and 
smoothly transitions 
between ideas. 

Transitions 
attempted, but may 
seem choppy. 

Information lacks 
transition between 
ideas. 

Sequence of 
information is difficult 
to follow. 

Mechanics/ 
Citing 

Grammatical error free!  Contains little to no 
grammatical errors.  

Contains grammatical 
errors, some of which 
interfere with 
comprehension. 

Contains many errors 
that interfere with 
comprehension.  

NOTES: 


